Questions for Real World Measurement Activity:
Materials Needed:

· 1 measuring tape for each student

· Math journals
· Perimeter Vocabulary Card
1.  Measure the distance around your math journal.

· What was the total distance? 
· Does anyone have a different answer? 

· Do you agree or disagree with _________’s answer?
· How did you find your answer? 

· Did anyone else use a different strategy?

2.  Measure the distance around your desk.

· What was the total distance? 
· Does anyone have a different answer? 

· Do you agree or disagree with _________’s answer?
· How did you find your answer? 

· Did anyone else use a different strategy?

· (measuring tape strategy) Will this method always work? (not while measuring an object with a perimeter larger than the measuring tape)

· (addition strategy) What numbers did you add to get your answer? How did you find those numbers?
3.  Find the distance around the whiteboard.  
· If a measuring tape was the only math tool available to us, how would you find the distance around the whiteboard? (the tape isn’t long enough)

· How can we use this tool to get an accurate measurement?

· Do you have to measure all sides? Why or Why not?

· What is the actual distance around our whiteboard?  
· How did you find your answer? 

· Did anyone else use a different strategy?

4.  Vocabulary
Teacher says “We have been measuring the distance around several objects in our classroom”.

· Does anyone know what that is called?

· It is called Perimeter.

· Present vocabulary card and add it to your math word list

· How do we find perimeter of a rectangle? (by adding the length of all 4 side lengths)

· How do we find the perimeter of a triangle or a pentagon, any polygon? (by adding all side lengths)

